Clacton Rugby Club

Clacton Kestrels

66 points;
Mersea Rhinos
0 points

Suffolk Merit League – Division Two
Saturday 28th January 2012 

This week Clacton had managed to assemble an impressive 22 man squad for their Suffolk Merit league game against Mersea Rhinos and when the Mersea side arrived with too few players, in true merit league style Clacton were able to lend players to the opposition to make up the numbers. With the absence of both Alan Lee and regular skipper Simon Griggs it was also an opportunity for Adrian Nation to captain the Kestrels for the first time. 

Even with the loan of Clacton players Mersea still didn't have a full front row which meant the match was to be played throughout with uncontested scrums. This may have been the case but all other areas of play were certainly not uncontested and it wasn't long before Clacton began to show their dominance in the forwards. A maul, set from an early lineout was soon being driven toward the Mersea goal line and gained the Seasiders a full 20 metres before the ball came away to the backs where Nick Evans at fly half battled through to open the scoring with a try. Kouros Kemp, today playing scrum half, dispatched the kick easily for the further points. 

Clacton continued to dominate with the Rhinos rarely finding themselves in their opponents half. The pressure told again when another big Clacton drive approached the try line. Wing forward Glen Withers broke from the maul set up another phase with Adrian Nation taking the offload and touching down for the Kestrels second try. Another successful kick from Kemp added the extras. 

A third try was added before half time, this time a fantastic solo effort from full back Sam Davey in his first game back since injury. A fast and powerful run saw him leave four or five bemused defenders in his wake and this try and conversion saw the Kestrels turn round the half 21-0 to the good.

The second half saw the Mersea team tiring from the constant pressure. By now Clacton were winning in the line out consistently and driving the forwards at every opportunity. This led to a flood of seven tries in the second half, 2 from Ian Eaton, 1 each for Matt King, Kouros Kemp and Aaron Redpath and also another each for both Sam Davey and Adrian Nation. Only two kicks were missed resulting in a final score of Clacton Kestrels 66 Mersea Rhinos 0. An emphatic win that keeps Clacton in an impressive 3rd spot in the Suffolk Merit League Division 2.

The Lonsdale Landscapes Man of the Match award went to Kouros Kemp for his fine display at scrum half and excellent kicking game.
Next week the Kestrels kick off again at Vista Road at 2.15pm when they host Ipswich YM IIIs
